The smear technique in the diagnosis of neurosurgical biopsies.
This paper reviews 216 consecutive neurosurgical biopsies examined by the immediate smear technique, and the smear diagnoses are compared with the final diagnoses made on paraffin processed sections of the same material. Ninety three percent (93%) of the diagnoses were correct. The majority of errors were due to the incorrect classification of malignant tumours. The diagnosis of malignancy, however, was clearly established in all of these cases. The smear technique is suitable for application to material obtained at craniectomy, laminectomy, and also the small, soft pieces of tissue obtained by needle biopsy through a burr hole.